
2 GSM (Global System for Mobile
Communications)

GSM is the most common standard for mobile communication. It is used in
more than 200 countries and territories all over the world. The architecture can
be illustrated as a hierarchic system of mainly 4 different network components
(see Figure 2.1), which are

• Mobile Stations (MS),

• Base Stations (BS),

• Base Station Controllers (BSC) and

• Mobile Switching Centers (MSC).

Figure 2.1: Simplified architecture of a GSM network

In the following we will discuss the functions of these components and the
communication between them, to figure out the points of weaknesses in GSM.


